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For God, we are treasure: “You are children of the Lord your 
God. ... the Lord has chosen [you] to be his people, his treasured 
possession” (Deuteronomy 14:1-2). One of the gifts of being 
God’s children is that we are called to 
be “treasure tenders” for God. We are 
invited to tend God’s treasures beyond 
our congregation by participating in 
Week of Compassion.

Life can be tough. Hurricanes, 
tornadoes and tsunamis smash 
communities to bits. Wars and ethnic 
conþicts shatter the very foundations of 
life, shoving people out of their homes and countries. Persistent 
hunger, poverty, lack of education, and ill health shrivel the 
life and dry the spirit. The current economic crisis leaves us all 
feeling a bit uncertain.

We can respond!  Through Week of Compassion, we gently and 
effectively care for God’s treasures. By sharing our treasure—our 
money, our time, our energy—decisive aid can be sent when 
disaster strikes. Refugees receive help as they rebuild their lives. 
We help people help themselves through education, health care, 
tools, seeds, and resources to improve community infrastructure. 

The sharing is mutual. When we care for people, we can be 
transformed by experiencing the presence of God. Seeing what 
others or we ourselves have lost, we are reminded what matters 
in life. Seeing what others live through, we are inspired to live 
courageously. Seeing that new life is possible, our hope rises. 

Our treasure is doing God’s will, loving God, and loving God’s 
treasured people, so we all “may take hold of the life that really is 
life” (1 Timothy 6:19b). Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

May you ýnd your treasure, and your heart, by sharing 
resources and changing lives with a generous gift to Week of 
Compassion on February 15 and 22. www.weekofcompassion.org 

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Where is your treasure?
Week of Compassion offering 
to be received February 15, 22General Minister and President Sharon E. Watkins Delivers Sermon at 

National Prayer Service
The Presidential Inaugural Committee selected General Minister and 

President Dr. Sharon E. Watkins to give the sermon at the National Prayer 
Service on Wednesday, January 21st. The National Prayer Service was 
held at the National Cathedral at the conclusion of Inaugural activities and 
celebrated America’s diversity of faith. Reverend Dr. Sharon Watkins was 
the ýrst woman to deliver the sermon at this traditional Inaugural event.

“I am truly honored to speak at this historic occasion,” said Reverend 
Watkins. “My prayer when I preach is always that God will use me to 

bring a Gospel message that is uplifting and appropriately challenging to those who hear it. I hope 
that my message will call us to believe in something bigger than ourselves and remind us to reach 
out to all of our neighbors to build communities of possibility.”          

  The National Prayer Service, a tradition dating back to George Washington, includes prayers, 
readings and hymns delivered by religious leaders spanning a diverse array of faiths. 

Reverend Dr. Sharon E. Watkins has served as General Minister and President since 2005. She is 
the ýrst woman to hold this position. She is serving a six-year term that extends through 2011.  

Dr. Watkins has an extensive background of service in this country and abroad. She is a member of 

General Minister Delivers Sermon 
At Inaugural Prayer Service

 Readers with an eye for 
detail may have already 
noticed that the volume 
number above is radically 
changed from last year. You 
are reading the ýrst number of 
Volume 113! We are returning 
to a schedule of numbers that 
will be consistent with our 
years of publication from 
the ýrst issue of The Kansas 
Messenger in March, 1897.

 Recently your editor was 
reading the slim volume 
Sunþower Disciples, the 
1958 history of the Christian 
Church in Kansas. Its contents 
were published serially in 
January 1953-1956 issues of 
The Kansas Messenger, then 
gathered into book form. 

The Newly ‘Old’
Kansas Messenger

See INAUGURAL, page 2

  One item in particular 
caught my eye.  When that 
history was written, the 
newspaper you are reading 
had been published for more 
than 60 years and was the 
oldest state paper among 
Disciples. Fifty-one years later 
we are undoubtedly the oldest 
regional news publication 
within the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the 
United States and Canada. 
If any regional colleagues or 
historians offer a substantiated 
correction, we will share that 
with you.  

 The variance in volume 
numbers was a matter of 
curiosity, and sparked a 

 see MESSENGER, page 2
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Peace Offerings  
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___________________________________________

General Assembly registration is now open!  
July 29 – August 2, 2009 in Indianapolis 
Wednesday through Sunday at the Indiana Convention Center
Go to www.disciples.org/ga for more information

 Register Early and Save! 

Susan White helps Barb 
Runge adjust her new hat, a 
prized item at the CCK staff 
Christmas party.

Inaugural con’t from page 1

the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches based 
in Geneva, and serves on the WCC’s Permanent Committee for 
Consensus and Collaboration. In 2006, she was a representative 
at the World Council’s General Assembly in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. She is the former pastor of Disciples Christian Church 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Reverend Watkins holds a Doctor of 
Ministry degree from Phillips Theological Seminary, a Master of 
Divinity from Yale Divinity School, and a Bachelor’s Degree in 
French and Economics from Butler University. She is married to 
Reverend Dr. Richard (Rick) H. Lowery. They have two children, 
Bethany and Christopher. 

MESSENGER con’t from Page 1
day of research in the archives at the Topeka ofýce.  No reason 
was found for two changes in volume numbers since the 1950s. 
Therefore, we take the liberty of reclaiming our historic roots. 
The Kansas Messenger has a long history which we are proud to 
honor, and to carry forward into a new century of service.  Happy 
113th year!

My daughter called me today 
to ask how much interest was 
paid on her student loans last 
year; she wants to get an early 
start on her tax preparations. 
It’s one more sign that it is that 
time of year: time to look back 
at the past in preparation for 
the future. 

For many people, 2008 
passed with a heartfelt 
“Good riddance!” The harsh 
economic news of the last 
four months seems to have 
erased any memory of the 
‘glory days’ when as a nation 
we were riding high on the 
promise of a future that 
appeared limitless—as long 
as the stock market held, loans 
were easy to secure, and no 
one calculated their credit card 
debt. It’s funny—in a totally 
humorless way—how reality 
slaps us across the face every 
now and then.

A news article this week 
quoted a government ofýcial 
as saying, quite defensively, 
“No one could possibly have 
seen this coming!” No one 
thought to ask a local church 
treasurer, who could track 
a steady decline in giving 
as discretionary funds grew 
tighter each year. Rick Morse 
of Church Extension and New 
Church Ministries shared a 
staggering load of information 
with the College of Regional 
Ministers that I’m still 
digesting, but a few morsels 
need to be shared:

·	 Based on average 
worship attendance and 
adjusted for inþation, per 

Offering. As a result, our 
books show a deýcit of slightly 
more than $18,000 at year’s 
end. However—and it’s an 
important ‘however’—we also 
had sufýcient reserve funds 
to pay our bills and still have 
money in the bank.

This is not an experience 
that I’m eager to repeat. Nor 
will our reserve funds last 
indeýnitely. But we remain 
blessed in so many ways—and 
I could not be more proud of 
the way our congregations 
continue to support the 
WHOLE church through 
Disciples Mission Fund. 
Thank you for sharing your 
blessings—and for your faith 
to continue relying on God 
“who by his power within us 
is able to do inýnitely more 
than we dare ask or imagine” 
(Ephesians 3:20)!

				  
				  
	 Grace and peace,

				  
				  
	 Paxton

capita giving is UP compared 
to 20 years ago [1988]—
however, our numbers now are 
fewer.

·	 In 1988, 54% of 
Disciples congregations 
exceeded a tithe to Disciples 
Mission causes; today that 
number is 12%.

·	 In 1988, Disciples 
churches devoted an average 
of 13% of all income sources 
to local missions and 10% to 
Disciple missions; today those 
numbers are 9% and 5%.

You know how that has 
translated in your local 
congregation in the past 20 
years.  You’ve seen its impact 
in the regional church too, 
as we have reduced staff, 
consolidated campgrounds, 
and struggled to hold down 
costs while continuing to 
provide some of the best 
quality programs offered 
by any Region. Frankly, as 
conscientious as we have 
been, we’ve been both lucky 
and blessed to end 14 of the 
past 16 years with balanced 
budgets: 2008 was not one of 
them.

If the preliminary ýgures 
hold, your faithful support of 
Disciples Mission Fund will 
cause Kansas to be one of the 
few Regions that increased its 
DMF giving in 2008. That’s 
the good news!

The bad news is that our 
designated giving (dare I call 
it ‘discretionary’ giving?) 
to regional causes took 
major hits in several areas, 
including the Christmas 



Raise Up Leaders Final Report

Although the ofýcial ócloseô of the Raise Up Leaders! Capital 
Campaign was acknowledged by the Regional Board last February, 
reports of the campaign’s progress have appeared regularly in The 
Kansas Messenger for the past year.  The reason was quite simple:  
there are individuals and congregations who are completing their 
pledge payments.  While a few such contributors remain, the vast 
majority of pledges are now complete.  Therefore the RUL Update 
is being discontinued as a regular feature.  However, if you haven’t 
completed your pledge and intend to do so, please be assured that we 
will welcome your check(s)!

We, the regional church, are EXTREMELY 
grateful for all you have done to provide 
funds with which to truly Raise Up Christian 
Leaders for today and tomorrow!  You are 
making an incredible difference in our shared 
ministry and mission!  This is what you have 
contributed to date …

We received $23,288.71 in contributions in 2008, bringing the total 
to date to $1,266,491.26 with which to “Raise Up Leaders!”  This 
represents 85.55% of our pledges� and 77.94% of our $1,625,000 go

The distribution of funds has been as follows:
 	              
			              Goal                Percent              Distributed 
Christian Church in Kansas
Outdoor Ministry Capital Improvement   $1,200,000                73.8462                 $935,256	
Stabilizing Struggling Congregations          100,000                  6.1538                     77,937          
                                                         $1,300,000                80.0000              $1,013,193 
Beyond the Region 
	 Phillips Theological Seminary             $300,000                18.4615                  $233,813
	 Division of Higher Education                   25,000                  1.5385                      19,485	
                                                           $325,000                20.0000                  $253,298 
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Nurturing your spirit
by Jean Vaughn

“...the fruit of the Spirit is...self control.”    Galatians 5:23 

     Paul believed in temperance. In 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1 Paul speaks as if he were talking to 
sensible people: Is what you do beneýcial? Is it constructive? Is it for the glory of God? If it isnôt 
donôt do it! In Galatians 5:16-20 he listed examples of ódesires of the þeshô, and warns that those wo 
do them will not inherit the kingdom of God. The Spirit and the þesh oppose each other. Being free 
from the law doesn’t give Christians free rein with things that don’t meet his three-fold test.  “If we 
live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. (Galatians 5:25).”
     Paul also had to contend with the Stoics of his day who insisted that their internal sovereign 
reason would control their passions. When they came up against things beyond their control, reason 
turned to apathy and their motto became “When we can’t do what we want, we want to do what we 
can.”  Paul says, no, we may have to live in the world but we don’t have to live of the world if we are 
guided by the Spirit.
      With Christian freedom, Paul could eat meat sacriýced to idols because an idol is nothing, 
or he could refrain from eating it if it was going to lead someone astray. He found circumcision 
unnecessary, but he would circumcise someone if they felt it was necessary.
     No law can compel self-control. Only the Spirit can free us from forbidden fruit, and help us to 
have this fruit called self-control.

 Prayer thought: Help me, O God, to apply Paul’s test to my actions.

 Scotsman, Immigrant, Student, Preacher, Farmer, Church 
Planter, Chaplain, Superannuated Elder – all this could be said 
of John Bain in the late 19th and early 20th century.  

   Bain came to Kansas in pioneer days and plied the dual 
trades of farmer and preacher for the Restoration Movement in 
the late 19th century. Centering his work in Marshall County 
including Marysville, he typiýed many in the pioneer days of 
both the Christian Church and the westward growth of the new 
country.  

   He was born in Kilmarnock, Scotland, February 20, 1839, 
and grew to young adulthood there. Soon after coming to this 

country he enrolled in Eureka College to study ministry. He was ordained in 1869 and embarked on 
his principle life’s work at Belle Plaine, Illinois--also known as Pattonsburg.   

Other family members had emigrated from Scotland to Peoria. In 1871 they all moved to Center 
Township, Marshall County, Kansas, where this young preacher homesteaded a farm. He added to 
his holdings to become one of the more prosperous farmers in the township. By 1885 he had a model 
farmstead, large fruit orchard, cattle, and swine in addition to many acres of wheat and corn.  

 Bain’s goal was to preach and preach he did. There were as many as 10 congregations of the 
Campbell-Stone movement in Marshall County and he preached in most, if not all. He wrote later 
“…making my living with my own hands, preaching the Gospel on Lord’s day, making converts and 
establishing churches especially in Marshall Co. Kan. for the following 30 years and I know ýfty 
dollars would more than cover all the money I received during that time from the Churches.” was 
noted that he served as Chaplain at Lansing State Prison. 

 No records show when he preached in speciýc locations or which congregations he helped launch. 
Emma Forter, an early day historian wrote: “Too much cannot be said in praise of the pioneer 
pastors, Downing, Bain and others, who gave money, time and earnest devotion to the cause of 
the church, often giving free ministrations to the different churches in the county and bringing the 
consolations of religion to the pioneer families of that period.”

 When records begin he was preaching at a rural church known as North Elm. In 1902 he helped 
organize the Christian Church in Marysville and in 1904 became its pastor for 3 years. After this he 
retired in Marysville, serving the church as elder, board chairman, and ýnally as ñSuperannuated 
Elder”, to use his words. When he died in 1928, President T. H. Johnson of Manhattan Bible College 
conducted the funeral. His wife, whom he had married shortly after ordination, continued to live 
in Marysville until her death in 1937. Three of their ýve children survived them. A notice in the 
Christian Standard said he “was instrumental in establishing a number of New Testament churches 
… He was an ardent believer in the Restoration movement … He spent over half-century in the 
ministry. He will be greatly missed by the church at Marysville.”

 Note: there is no known relationship between this John Bain and the Parsons FCC pastor of the 
same name. 

 The author will be glad to share his 17-page paper giving a more complete account of the life of 
John Bain. Contact Victor Schwarz at slsoft.com, and provide an email address. 

JOHN BAIN, PIONEER PREACHER 
by Victor O. Schwarz

KCH Year-End Roundup	
by Linda Hill

  It’s not easy to sift through the news, predictions and pundits 
in order to understand this economy. If you include information 
about charities and giving, the waters are very muddy. At Kansas 
Christian Home, we want you to know what your contributions 
do, to see the good work and the people you have helped.

   The latest Chronicle of Philanthropy reported that 37 of the 66 
charities it surveyed reported that donations are down in 2008. 
Not so at KCH! In mid-December, contributions to KCH for 2008 
are almost $300,000, making it possible for us to:

¨  Serve 168 individuals in the care center through November 
30, 2008

¨  Raise $213,345 for Legacy of John
¨  Purchase new equipment, furniture and a wireless call system
¨  Establish a new endowment with $46,184 in assets
¨  Replace carpeting and þooring in 20 homes on the campus
¨  Fund special projects with gifts of $21,216
¨  Start a capital fund for the Assisted Living Center with 

$12,430
¨  Provide Christmas gifts for each resident with many donated 

items and $1425 in cash gifts
¨  Build a public restroom by the commons area in the 

apartments
¨  Expand current programming and introduce new activities
   What a testimony of your continuing commitment to this 

ministry! We are grateful. 
   Our commitment to you as stakeholders is to use your 

gifts in a responsible and ethical way. I encourage you to ask 
questions, to visit and to read any reports you receive about 
KCH. Board meetings are usually on the last Friday of ñevenò 
months (February, April, etc.) and are open to visitors. We plan 
to consistently update the website, www.kansaschristianhome.
com. To receive KCH news by email, contact Linda Hill at lhill@
kschristianhome.org. Your contact information will not be shared 
and you can opt out at anytime.

  No one really knows what 2009 will bring. We don’t know how 
our ýnances will be affected by the recession. Medicaid coverage 
has been cut in some states; the need for Legacy of John gifts 
will increase if Kansas follows their lead. An article on MSNBC 
quoted Jack McLoughlin: “I am certainly not wealthy and am on 
the brink of losing everything as I write, but that does not deter 
me from the joy of giving.ò We pray that supporters of KCH will 
remain committed and not deterred from the joy of caring for 
the ministers, missionaries, church workers and others who now 
depend on us. Thank you for a great year. We look forward to 
serving with you in 2009!

Two KCH 
residents 
open their 
Christmas gifts, 
sent by some 
of the many 
congregations 
and individuals 
who support 
KCH. photo courtesy of Linda Hill
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Celebration Community Churchôs Kyle Ermoian walks through 
the more than 400 guests and volunteers who attended The Ellis 
County Ministerial Alliance’s Annual  Thanksgiving Day Feast 
at the National Guard Armory.  Ermoian who is the president 
of E.C.M.A. and his wife Debbie host the event each year to 
provided a place for people who do not have anywhere to eat 
Thanksgiving dinner

   The Saturday before Thanksgiving the people of Celebration 
Community Church collect groceries in front of Dillon’s and 
Wal-Mart, then bag and distribute them as people leave the 
Armory on Thanksgiving. This year 240 grocery sacks full 
of food were given away at the event. Over 100 church and 
community volunteers helped set up, decorate and serve food to 
make Thanksgiving Day special.

Thanksgiving Day Feast

   In Oxford, Christian Growth 
is a matter of deepening 
one’s experience with God. 
The Discipleship Training 
Center, a ministry of Oxford 
Christian Church, offers 
groups in three areas to 
help Christian go deeper in 
their faith. From February 
to May, small groups will 
explore Listening to God’s 
Word, Deepening Prayer, 
or Compassionate Service.  
Members are encourage to 
choose a different group each 
year in order to balance their 
growth as Christians. For 
more information, contact the 
church at 620-455-3659 or 
oxfordcc@embarqmail.com. 

Oxford Church 
Offers Spiritual 
Formation Groups

News From the Pews

   With the guidance of Youth minister Nick Sisson, the youth 
of Riverside Christian Church led congregational  worship on 
December 14.  Youth conducted the normal elements a Sunday 

service, and a few creative 
additions. The sermon included 
a game show, Are You Smarter 
than a Youth Member?  Sisson 
pitted adult members of the 
congregation against a youth 
team to answer questions 
drawn from the Bible and 
Sunday School lessons. The 
unsuspecting adult volunteers 
did well and were great sports. 
The special service had 
beautiful choral support from 
the Wichita State University 

Women’s Ensemble.  Alex Prine delivered a short sermon on the 
importance of following God’s rules and working as a team.

     Participatesing in the     service were Alex Prine, Shelby 
Geno, Jake Campbell, Rachel Campbell, Ian Harrigan, Connor 
Hannigan, Zach Geno, Michael Simpson, and Kelly Simpson.  
After the service, one congregation member genially warned 
senior minister Robert Bull that he’d better watch out for his job. 

 “Hundreds and hundreds of hats and gloves went to multitudes in Wichita,” project coordinator 
Kathryn Barry told her congregation during the December 21 worship service.  Barry and her co-
coordinator, Sandy Fielder, headed up a project to make and distribute nearly 1,000 knitted caps, 

along with hundreds of scarves , gloves, socks,  and a 
handsome cash donation.  The bitter mid-December 
weather made the project far more timely than the 
project coordinators could have imagined.

 About 20 women(and one man from Riverside 
Christian Church in Wichita knitted caps throughout 
the summer and fall.  Fielder taught many of the 
women how to use the circle looms used to make 
the caps, and she, along with her daughter Shawna, 
accounted personally for dozens of the donated 
headgear.  Barry said the donated scarves, gloves, 
and socks, which were purchased with donations 
from the congregation, were “too numerous to 
count.”  Cash gifts from an Outreach Christmas 
dinner added $750 to the 51 hats donated to the 

InterFaith Inn Homeless Shelter. Other recipients were 
Union Rescue Mission, Wichita Head Start, Lord’s 
Diner, Wichita Children’s Home, and Parallax Rehab 
Center, along with several elementary and middle 
schools, the Fairview Christian Church breakfast 

distribution program and the Women’s Crisis Center.
 Barry and Fielder were delighted with the success of the effort and the number of church members 

who pitched in. “Who would have thought a year ago when we began,” Barry said, “that this project 
would take on such proportion?”

Wichita Riverside Church Keeps Needy Warm from Head 

 Project coordinators Sandra Fielder and 
Kathryn Barry were gratiýed by their 
congregation’s response to the RCC “Warm 
from Head to Toe” campaign.

    On December 14, 1958, the Fort Scott First Christian Church 
dedicated its new sanctuary, which replaced the 1882 structure 
demolished the previous year.  
The congregation marked the Jubilee of their new sanctuary 
with a celebration on December 14, 2008.  Former minister 
Durward Penry who served from 1974-1982 was present, and 
several former pastors sent written greetings. Regional minister 
Paxton Jones was present to celebrate with the congregation. 
during the after-worship fellowship, the Jubilee committee 
displayed memorabilia from the church’s history and shared a 
digital presentation of scenes from the old sanctuary and the 
construction of the new one. 

Fort Scott dedicates new sanctuary

Front Row: Elder chairperson Judy Howser, Jubilee Chairperson 
Kathy Powell, DWF president Marian Strahan, Deacon Jan 
Patterson; back row: moderator Darren McColm, Trustee John 
Renard, Pastor Reed Hartford and Regional Minister Paxton Jones.

Riverside Youth Conduct 
Worship Service

Rachel Campbell was “Vanna” 
in Are You Smarter than a Youth             

A number of family and friends were guests for the morning worship service and afternoon 
reception which celebrated the ministry and retirement of Dr. George Lespagnard (center) on 
January 4. Dr. Lespagnard and his wife Anita served 21 years at Haysville First Christian Church 

and 52 years in pastoral ministry. 
Pictured with them is Haysville 

board chairperson Jesse Shetler.  On 
behalf of the congregation, Shetler 
presented a Memory Book and 
Love Gift to the Lespagnards. Dr. 
Lespagnardôs ýnal worship service 
with the Haysville congregation 
included the baptism of his 
granddaughter Laura Lespagnard. 

In addition to the Haysville 
congregation, Lespagnard served 
in Conway Springs, Herington, 
Madison, Strawn, Hartford, and 
Council Grove, Kansas, and several 
OK congregations.

Lespagnard Retires

  For many people, the festivities surrounding Christmas are 
depressing instead of joyful. The absence of loved ones through 
death or military service or divorce, the pressure of preparations 

and expectations, or the 
economic challenges 
of this year can get in 
the way of joy. The 
emphasis on family 
gatherings may create 
a greater sense of 
loneliness in those 
who are single or far 
from family, or awaken 
feelings of anger in 

those whose family experience is negative. 
 To acknowledge these feelings and offer the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, Wellington First Christian Church offered a worship 
experience called The Longest Night on Dec. 21st. The service 
had a more quiet atmosphere and focused on the comfort God 
offers in our darkest times.

Wellington FCC Offers 
Longest Night Service




